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MOLLUSCA OF KING ISLAND.
By W. L. May.
WITH DESCRIPTIONS OF FIVE NEW SPECIES.
Plate VII.
(Read 9th July, 1923.)
During the month of Novembei", 1922, I spent some days
on King: Island visiting relatives, and took what opportunity
offered to investigate the Mollusca. No really comprehensive
list of the Island's shell fauna appears to have been pub-
lished. In one of the early French expeditions in 1802 the
Naturalists Peron and Lesueur made considerable collec-
tions, their take being- worked up principally by Lamarck
and Blainville. Some of the species described by Tenison-
Woods in the seventies of last century were from the Island,
and they and others appeared in his Census which was com-
piled in 1877. Some of these, however, have not been re-
taken and require confirmation. The late Professor Tate
had a small parcel of King Island shells sent him by some
correspondent, and they were recorded by Tate and May
in their Revised Census, 1901. There also appeared in the
Victorian nature publication, "The Wombat," Vol. V., page
35, 1902, a fairly long list containing 135 species.
I collected at Currie Harbour, Surprise Bay, Eraser, and
near "Grassy." The first two on the West Coast, and the
others on the East.
The mo.st remarkable feature was the absence of many
conuiion Tasmanian shells, particularly the larger bivalves.
I saw no sign of our common edible mussel, M. plannlatus, no
Donivia or Mactra, scarcely any Pecteiis, neither Tellina,
Gari, nor CarcUnvi appeared, and the Veneridiai were only
represented by Antiyona lucjojnis and Gomphiiia nndnlosu.
I saw no Trigonias, but was assured that they have been
taken near Fraser. The Chitons are moderately represented,
Heteror.nuu sulnnridis being extremely abundant, but Sypha-
rochilov peUis-ser])C]itis, so common all round the Tasmanian
coa.st, was not seen. The West Coast is very rough and
wild, and quite exposed to the prevalent westerly gales;
here the rock fauna were Limpets, Moiiodoiita, ncvibicium.
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and a few Chitons, with a jrotidly number of minute forms,
found in shell sand, such as KP"Pi'ally live under and amongst
stones and rocks. A much more sheltered spot is Fraser on
Sea Elephant Bay. Middle East Coast, and here washed up
on the beach were most of the larger species taken. A longer
residence at this spot would doubtless add considerably to
the list. Two species of land shells were taken, and the
larger one, (Itlnritii^ victnriir, is very interesting, as its ap-
pearance stems to suggest the necessity of land communi-
cation with Victoria at some period, as this species occurs in
that State, but not in Tasmania. The great majority of the
marine species are also common to Tasmania, although a few
Victorian species appear which have not yet crossed to Tas-
mania. An extremely small pei-centage appear peculiar to
the Island; one of them is Ca»th(tn(s khiti'icoUt, Tate and
May, and there are four minute species which appear to be
new to science, and which 1 take this opportunity to describe.
In the following list there are seme species not taken by
myself; those of them which appear in the "Wombat" list
are marked by an '*, and tho.se from Tenison-Woods' de-
scriptions and Census by a t- Altogether I here catalogue
227 species.
Philobrya subpurpHnu, Sp. nov.
Shell minute, ovately pyriform, hinge line .straightish.
Proto-conch small and inconspicuous, consisting of a minute
boss on a small flattened area. Colour yellowish, purjilish
brown at the umbos, extending downwards over part of the
.shell. Dead shells are white, with a purple stain branching
from the um))o on each side of the centre of the valve. The
exterior is smooth except for rather prominent grjwth lines.
The hinge consists of a .series of vertical ridges and grooves
on a flattened plate, and below this are about six ridges or
lira? which slightly crenulate the margin on what I take to be
the posterior side.
Dimensions of Type.— Height, 2; breadth, 1.7 mill., but
some specimens are rather larger. PI. VII., fig. 1.
Type from Eraser, King Island, taken by Mr Hasset-
Hull. I also collected numerous single valves in shell sand
at Currie Harbour.
Ml/IHtd jiolHd, .Sp. nov.
Shell minute, smooth, glossy, shining, and semi-trans-
parent, very ine(|uilateral. much produced on the anterior
side, umbos small. Internally there is a strong flattened
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Plate VII.
1. Fhitohrya xuhpiirpitrra.
2. 2a. MylUta imlita.
3. 3a. S'atica kit<sjensis.
4. Uroohula cojinohrina.
5, 5a. 5b. Argalista kitigicola.
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posterior tooth, and a minute prong-like tooth immediately
beneath the umbo.
Height, 2; width, 2.4 mill. PI. VII., figs. 2, 2a.
Hab.—Surprise Bay, King Island, in shell sand, six
single valves.
In size, and to some extent outline, this resembles .1/.
gemmrttu, Tate, from South Australia, but that species is
ornamented with divaricating sculpture, and is still more
inequilateral. Shells of this genus are usually strongly
sculptured; the present species is therefore remarkable for
its perfect smoothness.
Natica kiiir/ensis, Sp. nov.
Shell very small, ovately turbinate with a small spire,
perforate. Colour light yellowish chestnut, a darker band
immediately below the suture, and a broader light band be-
low that; there is a patch of deeper colour behind the umbi-
licus, which is rather small, narrow, and deep. Whorls
four, rapidly increasing, the body whorl large. Aperture
semi-lunar, sharply pointed above.
Height, 2.5; diameter, 2 mill. PI. VII., figs 3, 3a.
Hab.—Plentiful in shell sand at Currie Harbour, King
Island, where about 200 specimens were collected, which are
of very uniform size.
I place this little shell in Natica, as its general char-
acteristics seem to point to that genus, but this may 7iot be
its final location.
A}(jaliiita kinr/oisis, Sp. nov.
Shell small turbinate, solid, dull white, with faint
brown rays, perforate. Whorls four, rapidly increasing;
spire not much elevated. The upper surface is faintly
spirally Urate; under surface smooth. Aperture roundly
pyriform, the columella lip somewhat expanded, behind which
is an ample umbilicus.
Major diameter, 2.5; height, 1.8 mill. PI. VII., figs. 5,
5a, 5b.
Hab.—Typo with three others from Surprise Bay, King
Island, in shell sajid. .\il the specimens arc rather beach
worn.
This is close to A. fhictiiuta, Hutton, from New Zea-
land, which differs principally in its smaller umbilicus and
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stronger sculpture, which persists on the base. Better i)re-
served examples may prove the King Island shell to Ivj a
variant of the New Zealand species.
Brookvla cousobrina, Sp. nov.
Shell minute, globosely turbinate, perforate, solid, dirty-
white, rather corroded. Whorls four, first one and a half
unsculptured and scarcely raised above the succeeding
whorls, which are crossed by strong axial ribs widely
separated and laminate, about 30 on the first turn of the body
whorl, the interstices crossed with fine regular lir» which
are scarcely discernible on most specimens Aperture almost
round continuous, outer edge finely notched by the revolving
lirae. Umbilicus medium sized and deep.
Diameter, 1.5; height, 1.3; PI. VII., fig. 4.
Type with 18 others from 40 fathoms off" Thou in Bay,
Tasmania.
This species is a very typical Brookula, and siarcjly
diff"ers from the type of the genus D. stibarochila, Iredale,
from the Kermadecs. Pro. Mai. Soc. X., pt. iii., 1912. p. 220.
Our shell appears rather higher and has a smaller mouth.
It is al.so very close to />. de)!sila}iiiii(ttum, Verco, which shell
has a more elevated pullus, and ribs about twice as numerous,
Intermediate forms may yet be found.




























Lassea au straits, Lamk.
Lassea miliaris, Phil.
*MyUtta aiiricidata, Smith.











Ischnochiton atkinsorii, Iredale and May.









Acantho. cofitntits, Ad. and Ang.
Acovthn. i^Kenrii, Blainville.
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PnnctureUa harrissoni, Beddonie.






Clancnlns limbatvn, Quoy and Gaim.
Chtncnlits muugrri, Wood.
Clanculus plcbejns, Phil.
Clancnlns yatesi, Crosse, var. Aloi)>fii, Ten.-Woods.
Caiitharidus eximins, Perry.








*CalUostoma hedleyi, Prit. and Gat.
Calliostnma meycri, Phil.
Enchellns baccatus, Meuke.










































PotamopijygHii nigra, Quoy and Gaim.
'\Acmea scalariva, Cox.
Hipponix conicns, Schumacher
Hipponix foliacea. Quoy and Gaim.
Plesiotrochus tnonachns, Crosse and Fischer.
*Ataxoceyithivm serotimim, Adams.



































^Guraleus mitralis, Adams and Angas.
Guraleiis pictus, Adams and Angas.
Austrodrillia beraudiana, Crosse.
"flvqtiisitor immacnlata, Ten.-Woods.














































*Odostomia metcalfei, Prit. and Gat.









Philine angasi, Crosse and Fischer.
